Hi Community Friends:
Please see the page below from the Milwaukee Business Journal dated June 10, 2016. The
Hales Corners Chamber of Commerce made the top 25 of the Largest Milwaukee -Area
Chambers of Commerce.
Not bad for an all volunteer group to accomplish. Here's a little background for your
consideration. Back in April, 2003, I was elected to the Village Board and new business
development had just been completed in the Village of Hales Corners with the new Pick N
Save opening the same week I took office. Our late Village President,, Jim Ryan,
suggested to me that it would be great if we could get the chamber re-chartered. I
later, learned, that the Chamber had been defunct for over 26 years. Anyway to make a long
story short, I organized the business community and community organizations and hand
picked the officers and board of directors and by the spring of 2004 the Hales Corners
Chamber was up and running. I stayed on for a few years and then turned it over to
President Ryan and after Jim passed away, Village President, Bob Ruesch, became the
village liaison. When the economy went bad in 2008 a number of businesses approached
me and said that the Chamber was down to 15 members and was slowly dying. They
knew it was my bay so I took charge and have been the President now for eight years and
we have over 100 paid members. Also, the Hales Corners Chamber of Commerce has a
tremendously positive working relationship with the Village of Hales Corners. This just
didn't happen. A lot of work over the 12 years and mutual respect for community priorities
were put jointly in place. I'm happy to report we are going in the direction as a Village.
Just wanted to share this great news and acknowledge the great Board of Directors that we
have in place on the Chamber who all have worked very hard to get us in the top 25 in
south eastern Wisconsin.
Thanks for your time.
Sincerely,
Donald G. Schwartz
KnoCard.mobi/donschwartz
President, Hales Corners Chamber of Commerce, www.halescornerschamber.org
President, Friends of Hales Corners Park & Pool, www.halescornerspark.com
Veterans Memorial Committee, Village Board Trustee, www.halescorners.org
C- 414-418-8299

